
Low all-in fees
Benefit from tax-effective, high-value philanthropy at a minimal cost. The less spent on fees and expenses, 
the more money is available to grant to charity.

That is why Vanguard Charitable’s cost structure for accounts with $25,000 or more is simple, consisting of two 
parts—administrative and investment fees—and nothing more.1 

Our fee structure

Philanthropic
account  
fee schedule

1  Individuals must make an initial, minimum $25,000 contribution to open a philanthropic account. Accounts with balances less than $15,000 will be charged an annual 
$250 maintenance fee in March.

2  Vanguard Charitable does not itself charge investment fees. The expense ratios are assessed by the underlying funds of the Vanguard Charitable investment options and 
vary per donor based on investment allocation.

Weighted expense ratio charged 
for investment options.2

Select from a range of options 
across major asset classes that 
span the risk spectrum and 
pay an average of only 0.09%. 
When invested, charitable 
assets compound tax-free, 
increasing philanthropic impact 
over time and enabling more 
grants to go to worthy causes. 

For general operating costs, 
including legal, accounting, 
processing, and employee.

Allow Vanguard Charitable to 
ease your giving by alleviating 
the administrative burdens 
and time it requires to conduct 
charity due diligence and issue 
grants, as well as manage all 
day-to-day activities.

Investment fee 
Pay for the management 

of invested assets to allow 
for charitable growth

Administrative fee 
Cover the cost 

to make giving flexible 
and convenient

All-in fee+ =
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Administrative Standard Select 
fee schedule account account
First $500K 0.60% 0.60%

Next $500K 0.35% 0.35%

Next $29M 0.35% 0.13%

Next $70M — 0.05%

Minimums
New account $25,000

Additional contribution $5,000

Charitable grant $500

Our fees and minimums
Administrative fees are assessed on a tiered schedule based on account balance and status. We offer donors two 
account statuses: Standard and Select. Qualifying accounts with balances of more than $1 million for at least three 
months are eligible for Select status.3

For more information on investment fees, 
see the Investment options and performance booklet 
or visit vanguardcharitable.org/investments.

3  Account status is subject to Vanguard Charitable’s approval and is based on account balance, activity, and patterns. Account status is reviewed and approved on a 

quarterly basis.

Vanguard Charitable was founded by The Vanguard Group, Inc., as an independent, nonprofit, public charity in 1997. Although Vanguard provides certain investment 
management and administrative services to Vanguard Charitable pursuant to a service agreement, Vanguard Charitable is not a program or activity of Vanguard. 


